Barley Close Primary School Geography and History Yearly Overview 2025-2026
	EYFS
	Introduction to History; me and my family
Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history
As part of our talk-rich environment, children learn to tell everyday stories and share details of their own life-story, using the past tense, through extended and frequent back and forth interactions with engaged adults in the provision. Across the Nursery year, the children will have several opportunities to describe important family experiences such as birthdays and holidays, based on pictures brought in from home.

 Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
We explore the text (To be confirmed by Reception): Through exploration of the pictures in the story, and photographs from different points in their lives, the children are supported to notice differences and similarities between the past and present.

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past
An exploration of photographs of our local area around the school and local area provides children with the opportunities to comment on a familiar place in the past. Through guided observations, the children are scaffolded to notice what is similar and different and notice how it has changed. (To be confirmed with reception that this is correct) 

Introduction to Geography; Understanding the world around me.
Understanding the World (UW) is one of the four specific areas of learning in the EYFS framework. It involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology, and the environment.

People and communities  (Citizenship)
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don't always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.
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Year 1
	Significant people in the past who have contributed to National and International Achievements – Neil Armstrong. Compare with Tim Peake.
	UK focus – look at where UK is in atlas, world map, globe. Study 4 countries of UK. Characteristics and weather.

	Events beyond living memory that are significant Nationally or Globally – The Great Fire of London

	Bristol – Key human and physical features of Bristol. Human: suspension bridge, floating harbour, cathedral 
Physical: River Avon, Leigh Woods, the downs 
	Significant person, events, places in their own locality – Isambard kingdom Brunel
	Map & fieldwork trip – school walk/local walk. Traffic survey comparing a busy and quiet road. Look at aerial photos and different maps of school. Human and physical features of local area. 

	
Year 2
	Significant individuals who contributed to National and International Achievements – Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale.
	Maps and weather – Compass, equator, North and South Pole, hot and cold areas of the world.
	Events beyond living memory – Wright Brothers First Flight 1903.
Compare transport now and then. 

	Comparison between River Severn and River Nile. Recap human and physical features.  
	Significant historical places in their own locality – Castles and Knights. Bristol had a castle. Medieval History.
	Knowledge of the rest of the world – compare Bristol and Cairo. Sketch maps and aerial images. Weather and climate. 


	
Year 3
	Changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age
	Extreme Earth – physical geography
Earthquakes, tectonic plates, volcanoes, mountains
	Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture
	Study of topographical features of areas in the UK – look at land use around Bristol including Avonmouth docks and Severn Beach sea defences and farmland.

FIELDWORK TRIP – sketch map, satellite images of human and physical features.
	Ancient Greece - a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
	Comparison of Bristol and Athens – population data and density, climate and landscape, nature, pollution and renewable energy: solar power


	
Year 4
	Ancient Egypt - the achievements of the earliest civilisations
	UK focus – 
name and locate counties (define which ones), cities of the UK (define which ones), geographical regions, identifying key topographical regions and land use patterns and understand how these have changed over time.  
	The Roman Empire 
	Map & fieldwork – different types of maps, satellite images of Bristol. Introduce 4 figure grid references and OS map symbols. 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including location of Russia) and North and South America. (environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities)  
	The legacy of the Roman Empire for Britain
	Rivers and Water Cycle including river and coastal erosion. Recap local rivers: River Avon, River Severn

Fieldwork collecting data about rivers.  

	
Year 5

	Mayans - a non-European society that provides contrasts with British History
	North America – Grand Canyon, New York, tourism, population graphs.

	Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots – Romans withdrawal from Britain AD410
	Map & fieldwork –
Orienteering using Ordnance Survey Maps. 
Introduce 6 grid ref for OS maps. Observe, measure, record, present data. 
Woodhouse Park orienteering fieldwork trip
	The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor
	Comparison of the Jurassic Coast and Great Barrier Reef –
Counties (Devon and Cornwall where Jurassic Coast is located), longitude and latitude to locate Great Barrier Reef. Both World Heritage Sites.

	
Year 6
	Atlantic Slave Trade – A historical study of an aspect or site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality LOCAL HISTORY STUDY
	Amazon Rainforest – biomes, climates, vegetation belts, location of South America and its countries
(time zones, equator, Northern and Southern Hemisphere)
	World War II - A study of an aspect of British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066

	Battle of Britain including 
The Blitz –
 A significant turning point in British history

	Map & fieldwork –
Y6 camp
OS Map work
6 figure grid ref
GIS (Google Maps, satellite images)
Latitude and longitude
Time zones
	South Africa study – compare traditional and modern South Africa

Assess and close any gaps in KS2 knowledge: physical and human features, population data, human impact on Geography, latitude and longitude, time zones etc


	
