Why should I apply for Benefits-Related Free School Meals?
Universal Infant Free School Meals is available to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. This means that regardless of your household income your child can have a hot meal every day provided by school, free of charge.

In addition to the daily free hot meal your child receives if you are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits you should apply for benefits-related Free School Meals:

	Universal Credit - provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by earnings from up to three of  
your most recent assessment periods, and your monthly average income over three assessment periods should be no more than £616.67)

	Income Support

	Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

	Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

	Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

	The guarantee element of Pension Credit

	Child Tax Credit - provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

	Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)



If you think you might be eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals (FSMs) and your child is aged 4 to 18 years visit the Schools Meals webpage or speak to your child’s school or college.
Applying for benefits-related Free School Meals when your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 will support your child’s learning in school and help for your family in the holidays. Schools receive additional funding called Pupil Premium for each eligible child which can be used to support children in school, such as small group work and exciting activities. Currently, families who have applied for Benefits-Related Free School Meals have received supermarket food e-vouchers and activity clubs in school holidays. 
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Food for thought? Eat well. Play well. Live well. Apply Today! 

If you do not have access to the internet, please ask your child’s school for a paper application form.
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The quickest way to
complete your free school
meal application is online.

The Contact Centre is here
to help and support those
who are unable to access
this service or require
support in their online
application. Contact
01454 868008

for more information.
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