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SEND Information Report
Adopted: January 2026				               Review date: January 2027

	Previous Review Amendments/Notes

	To be read in conjunction with:
SEND Policy

Please also see:
Graduated Approach Pyramid 
Accessibility Policy

All documents are updated as statutory information in accordance to the SEND Code of Practice. 



At Barley Close we are committed to offering a fully inclusive curriculum for all children so that they can make the best progress possible regardless of their needs or abilities. We use a holistic approach placing the child at the heart of all we do. We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which ensures the development of the whole child.

Our SEND Commonly Asked Questions forms our Special Educational Needs Information Report.

1. How will the school let me know if they have concerns about my child’s learning, special educational need or disability? What do I do if I have concerns?

Every child is highly valued as an individual. We get to know our pupils and look at our pupils not just in terms of academic progress but social and emotional progress as well. Monitoring is completed formally at Pupil Progress Meetings which take place termly but regular informal assessment take place continuously. There is close communication between all the staff team, including the teachers, teaching assistants, Mrs Harris our family and child mentor, the Headteacher, SLT and our Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo). Please also see our SEND Policy and information flowchart entitled; ‘What is the process if I am concerned about my child?’ ( https://www.barleycloseschool.co.uk/send-1/ ) for further details of how we identify children with special educational needs and/or disability. 

If a teacher is concerned about a pupil’s progress, they will discuss this with you (the parents/carers) and put steps in place to support the child’s learning. The SENDCO and/or Headteacher will be involved in this monitoring. 

We welcome parent collaboration; the importance of early identification, assessment and provision for any child who may have special educational needs cannot be over-emphasised. 

If you are concerned: 
· Speak to the class teacher first. They will know how your child is doing in school and can offer additional support if necessary. 
· The teacher may discuss next steps with the SENDCO, Mrs Hazel Popel
· The SENDCo will organise a parent consultation, if appropriate, to discuss the child’s needs.
· The SENDCo has an open door policy and it is not necessary to wait for a specific parents’ evening to see her. Parents simply email or phone and book an appointment. 

2. What kinds of needs are provided for at Barley Close? 

As a mainstream primary school, we cater for all pupils who may have SEND, as identified using the criteria set out in the Code of Practice (2014): 

· Communication and interaction: difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. 

· Cognition and learning: where children learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. A child may have difficulty in understanding parts of the curriculum; have difficulties with organisation and memory skills or have a specific difficulty affecting one particular part of their learning such as in literacy or numeracy

· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties: children can experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression.

· Sensory and/or physical needs: where children and young people have visual and/or hearing impairments, or a physical need that means they must have additional on-going support and equipment.

Although the terms SEN and SEND do often overlap, this does not mean that a child necessarily has a disability and vice versa. We also recognise that many children may experience needs in one or more area but one will always be the primary area.  

We are fully committed to the principle of inclusion and welcome all children to our school. We endeavour to ensure that appropriate provision is made to cater for their particular needs.

As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements. Facilities we have at present include: 

· ramps into school to make the building accessible to all
· single storey building
· toilet adapted for disabled users
· wide doors in some parts of the building

Pupils with medical needs:

If a pupil has a medical need then a detailed Care Plan is compiled with support from health professionals in consultation with parents/carers. These are discussed with all staff that are involved with the pupil: 

· All staff receive Epi‐pen training delivered by the school nurse.
· All staff receive Asthma Training 
· Where necessary and in agreement with parents/carers medicines are administered in school but only where a signed Medicine consent form is in place to ensure the safety of both child and staff member. 
· All staff have basic first aid training and at least three members of staff are trained in paediatric first aid.
3. Who supports my child with a Special Educational Need and Disability at school? 
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	Class teacher
· Teaches good lessons for all children (called ‘quality first teaching’)
· Adapts teaching and learning for children with SEND.
· Monitors your child’s progress.
· Plans and delivers extra help for your child.
· In conjunction with parents and the SENDCo, sets and reviews individual targets.
· Makes sure everyone working with your child knows their
needs and how to help them.

Contact by: Speaking to them at the beginning/end of the day.
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	Teaching Assistants (TA)
We are fortunate at Barley Close to have experienced classroom teaching assistants as well as knowledgeable SEN teaching assistants (who work with individual pupils) and reading assistants. All TAs:

· Delivers specific support, 1:1 and group work as instructed by the Class Teacher, SENCO and outside professionals.
· Feed back to the Class Teacher about your child’s progress in intervention groups.

Contact: The TA might work with your child a lot and on occasion, where appropriate will give you informal feedback. The Class Teacher will plan your child’s learning so please speak to them about your child’s needs.
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	Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCo)
The SENDCO is Mrs Hazel Popel
· Organises support for children with SEND; sometimes plans and delivers extra help for your child
· Checks that children with SEND get consistent, quality support which is effective
· Makes sure families are kept informed and involved in planning support
· Contacts and makes referrals to outside agencies 
· Keeps and updates records of children with SEND
· Supports school staff and organises training in meeting SEND
· Liaises with local schools, Cluster groups and the SEND governor
· Prepares for an EHCP where needed

Contact by: visiting or calling the school office

Mrs Hazel Popel can be contacted on 01454 867090 or by email hazel.popel@barleyclose.org.uk 
She works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning
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	The Headteacher 
The Headteacher is Mrs Jo Williams
· Runs the school day-to-day, including support for children with SEND.
· Expects the Class Teacher and SENCO to manage support but
checks that this is happening.
· Makes sure that the governors are kept up to date about all SEND issues in the school.

Contact by: visiting or calling the school office, email: jo-marie.williams@barleyclose.org.uk 



4. What type of support may be available and suitable for my child?

We operate a ‘graduated response’ to support with clear targets which are measured before moving to or back from one type of support to the next ( https://www.barleycloseschool.co.uk/send-1/ ).

	Quality First Teaching

(universal for all)
	In the first instance, the class teacher will provide quality teaching to your child. They may adapt the classroom, the resources they give your child, provide special equipment or the level of support they provide and more. 


	High Quality Intervention Support

(many for all)

	After working out what might be the barrier to your child’s learning, we will plan an intervention to help remove that barrier. 

For example, if your child is in reception and having some difficulties with phonics and we have accessed (with diagnostic assessments) that they – unlike their peers - cannot recognise or use the ‘s’ or ‘th’ sound, we will plan an intervention that targets that area. It may be a small group or 1:1 intervention and will last a maximum of a term, but will often be much shorter. We may seek advice from external experts such as a Speech and Language Therapist at a drop-in session.  

This is a short burst session out of class and at this point we would not place your child on the SEN register but we would track the effectiveness of the intervention through our provision maps.  

	SEND support

(some support)

	If your child needs support that is additional to, or different from, other children in their class, we work together to write targets and plan support. Learning Plans are set in September and are reviewed in term two, four and six.

At this point the child will be placed on the SEN register, we will continue to provide support and we may refer to external agencies. Children placed on the SEN register will be closely monitored through a ‘Learning Plan’, which clearly identifies their individual needs, actions and people involved at each stage.

We follow the Assess, Plan, Do, Review approach which is detailed below: 
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This is an ongoing cycle to enable the provision to be refined and revised as understanding of the needs of the pupil grows. This cycle, reviewed every term, enables the identification of those interventions that are the most effective in supporting the pupil to achieve good progress and outcomes.

	EHCP and High Needs Support

(A few children)
	The majority of children with SEN or disabilities will have their needs met within the SEN support level. If your child has lifelong or significant need and is not making progress with an SEN Support plan, the school and/or family may apply for additional resources through an EHCP. Please discuss with the SENDCo.

Further information about EHC Plans can found via the SEND Local Offer: 
https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advice.page?id=NkongJNLbuI 



5. How will my child with SEND be supported?

Please see our ‘graduated response’ policy to provide further information ( https://www.barleycloseschool.co.uk/send-1/ ).
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	Good classroom teaching for all children: (‘quality first teaching’)

· All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand. 
· Teaching is sharply focused - “Pupils know what they are learning and are clear about the way that the teachers mark their work.” (Ofsted, 2017)
· Putting in place different ways of teaching so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This may involve things like using more practical learning or providing different resources adapted for your child or changing the organisation of the classroom.
· Using specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCO or staff from outside agencies) to help your child to access learning. This may include occasional support from a Teaching Assistant to help with a particular difficulty.

	If there is evidence that your child needs additional targeted support (SEN Support or an Education and Health Care Plan) some of the following strategies might take place: 

These are dependent on the needs of your child; we are led by their needs and not the method of support, here are just some examples: 
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	Small group work/ 1:1 teaching
· This will be used when your child needs extra support to close a gap in their learning.
· These interventions will have clear targets to help your child make progress and take place over 12-14 weeks.
· Interventions may include small group work or one-to-one sessions.  They may be run by school staff or outside professionals, like a Speech and Language Therapist.
· The interventions we offer cover the following areas of potential need: social skills, fine and gross motor skills, personalised curriculum interventions, emotional and mental wellbeing, speech and language and  sensory needs.
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	Pre-teaching
· This may include pre teaching key words or concepts so that they are better equipped for the lesson or series of lessons.
· It often helps children to feel less anxious and able to join in the lessons.
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	Brain / Attentional Focus break
· Helps your child to focus so that they can concentrate on learning.
· Resources such as an individual visual timetable, privacy board or a workstation may be provided.

Sensory Diet break
· A sensory questionnaire is completed by parents and school staff. This will show any sensory needs your child has, and will then be written into a sensory diet of exercises for your child to complete at key periods within the day. 
· Resources such as fidget toys, therabands, wobble cushions, ear defenders and BusyLegs may be provided.



6. What expertise to school staff have? What other agencies do you work with to support children with SEND?

The SENDCo holds the postgraduate qualification for the National Award for Special Educational Needs Coordination.

All staff attend weekly Continued Professional Development (CPD) sessions. Training is organised in line with the school improvement plan. External agencies such as an Educational Psychologist or colleagues within our school cluster may also give staff-wide training, and occasionally specialised training will be necessary to support the needs of a particular student. This will be provided to those staff most directly involved with the student.  Staff who receive training will share their knowledge to others to benefit all working in SEND. The SENDCo attends termly Cluster and Hub meetings and shares ideas and good practice with teaching and support staff. 






If we need further assessment and advice in order to provide appropriate support for your child, we can call upon a range of external services including: 
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Educational Psychologist:  An expert in child development and learning who offers advice and assessment for a range of needs. 
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Speech and Language Therapist: Explores difficulties with speech sounds, using language and understanding language (Often referred to as SALT or SLT).
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Occupational therapist: If there are concerns about fine or gross motor skills. Works on skills to support your child’s independence such as dressing, feeding and other life skills.
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CAMHS (Child and Adult Mental Health Services): Works with children and their families when there are concerns about emotions, behaviour or social skills.
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Community Paediatricians: Can explore children’s difficulties when other professionals cannot find causes. If you think that your child might have a learning disability, such as Autism or ADHD, the paediatrician can help to explore this.
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Pupil Support Services: A South Gloucestershire network of  specialist practitioners and educational experts who can help with inclusion support, behaviour support and train staff.


	[image: ]






Parent Support Adviser: Someone who helps support the family around the child.  
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School nurse: Helps to organise training and support for medical needs.


We would always seek your permission to make these referrals.

7. How is my child involved in their SEND needs?

We aim to place your child at the centre of their learning. We believe that all pupils should be involved in making decisions about their education where appropriate, and have their views listened to and valued. Every September and July your child, will complete a Pupil Passport which asks them for their views on their learning, their learning style and the support they receive. Your child will also have regular informal conversations, and a formal conversation once a year with the SENDCo, where he/she can share their views.

At Barley Close we involve pupils to understand their difficulties, and provide them with strategies to overcome these needs as independently as possible.  We also encourage pupils with SEND to make choices about their targets through their Learning Plan, facilitated by an adult. Every term the class teachers, support staff and SENDCo meet to discuss individual children and to review their progress. Your child’s targets and progress is discussed with them and opinions shared at this meeting.

8. What support is there for my child’s happiness and well-being at school? 

We believe that children need to be happy, safe and secure in order for high quality learning to take place. With this in mind, we offer a number of ways to help your child including PSHE (Personal, Social, Healthcare and Emotional) lessons and personalised interventions to support the development of social skills, and emotional and mental wellbeing.

Our family and child mentor Sharon Harris supports children and families through providing advice on a variety of topics such as parenting, sleep issues, accessing funding or further support services. She also runs our Hive which is accessible every day to parents 8.30 – 9.30. Alongside the SENDCo she facilitates opportunities including termly Parent and Carer coffee mornings, Jigsaw Families Programme, the EHAP process if necessary and our Young Carers group. The Hive is accessible to all children every day for nurture interventions, and our WIN (What I Need) Room is a safe space for children to self-regulate their behaviour.

9. What trips and extra-curricular activities do you offer for children with SEN/D?

We offer a variety of after school activities and clubs which are open to all children regardless of their needs. There is a daily breakfast club from 8am which all children are able to attend and an after school care provision is on site which is open, by arrangement and application, to all children until 6pm.

We provide regular educational visits to support our creative curriculum. Year 6 attend a residential trip. All children with SEN/D are welcomed and supported on residential trips. We select visits which are accessible to all children and where necessary parent/carers will be consulted to establish the suitability of a trip for their child before booking to ensure accessibility.

10. How does the school know if its SEND provision is effective? How do you know if my child is making progress?

Teachers set up Learning Plans for individual children to track and monitor their progress. On the plan, each intervention is carefully planned and has a starting and target end point. Learning Plans are set up for children with SEN/D and also for children who are finding a particular aspect of their learning tricky, in this instance they might only have a Learning Plan for a short amount of time. Teachers check on children’s understanding using ongoing assessments and regular marking. This ensures teachers identify the next steps for learning and set targets accordingly.

Following this, the class teacher and SENDCo meet every term to review the interventions, critically analyse how effective they have been and discuss next steps. These discussions are shared, discussed and amended with you as the parent or carer and your child. The school encourages feedback from staff, parents and pupils throughout the year.

In addition to this, the SENDCo also attends, where possible, the termly Pupil Progress Meetings which take place between classroom staff and the Headteacher and SLT where progress is analysed. The SENDCo also receives all progress data from the Headteacher which is produced termly and enables them to track a child against the National Curriculum. 

If your child has an Educational and Health Care Plan (EHCP), an Annual Review will also take place. This is a meeting where everyone involved in your child’s education will be invited and will assess the pupil’s progress in relation to the targets set at the last annual review. This is a further layer of assessment, tracking the effectiveness of provision for pupils with an EHCP.

The SEND School Governor, Sarah Lines, meets with the SENDCo regularly to discuss and challenge SEND policy and practice and monitor the effectiveness of SEND provision. Once a year, the SENDCo also produces a report for the governors regarding the effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEND.

11. How are families involved? How will I know how my child with SEN is doing in school?

We believe that effective and continuous communication between staff, pupils and parents – having a common and known target - is the best way to help your child progress. 

We strive to include parents in each part of the assess, plan, do, review cycle:
· Assess: If a barrier to learning is found, we will talk to you to gather your views. This may be an informal conversation with the class teacher or SENDCo or you may, for instance, be asked to complete a Barriers to Learning questionnaire.
· Plan: When the intervention is planned, we will produce a Learning Plan which will then be shared with you by the class teacher. We welcome your input and feedback into this document.
· Do: When the intervention is taking place, the TA or class teacher may give you informal feedback, commenting on successes and tips on things you could do at home.
· Review: My Plans are reviewed termly and a new cycle begins. You will meet with the class teacher termly.  

In addition to this, all parents will meet with the class teacher termly for Parents Evening. For some children, a home/school communication books might be used to pass on key information. You have access to all documentation held for their child upon request.  

We also invite you to specific training when it is appropriate. You will always be invited to feedback sessions from our Educational Psychologist about your child. For children with an EHCP, you provide a written report and are actively involved in the Annual Review meetings. 

Mrs Popel regularly meets with parents and are available on the following days:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning

Please do book an appointment if you would like to meet with us.

12. How will the school support my child when they move classes, move schools or move towards adulthood?

Transition to another class or school can be difficult for children with SEND, so we prioritise this challenging time.

Starting School
All children entering the Early Years Foundation Stage meet their teachers before starting school. Teaching staff and the SENDCo also meet with each child’s Pre-school setting to gather information regarding their needs including SEN/D. If required, support will be put in place for them. In addition to stay and play sessions which are offered, visits to the school are encouraged for those who may find the transition difficult between home and school when there are no children or with picture books of their new classroom for you to share with them before they start school.
Moving to another school 
Secondary school staff will visit pupils prior to them joining their new school.  The SENDCo - will talk with the SENDCOs from the secondary schools to pass on important information. Where a pupil may have more specialised needs, a separate meeting may be arranged with the SENDCo, the secondary school SENDCo, the parents/carers and where appropriate the pupil. If your child has an EHCP, a special and detailed Transitional Annual Review will take place, before your child starts at secondary school the following year.  

When the child moves to a new school, all records about him/her are forwarded to the school as soon as requested. 
Moving between classes and phases 
Before the child starts another class within the school, your child’s current and next teacher will meet in advance of the new school year as part of the transition process. All pupils take part in transition days where they spend some time with their new class. The SENDCo also produces SEND handover notes for all class teachers which detail needs, important updates and things that need to take place, along with upcoming dates. Where the child has more complex needs, a meeting may be held at a key transition point with the parent, teacher, SENDCo and a professional from an outside service. 
13. How should complaints regarding SEND provision be made and how will they be dealt with?

We know that when your child has additional needs there can be a lot going on and that sometimes you may not be happy with the provision in place for your child. Please do share any concerns. We will try our best to address any issues in the best interest of your child. 

The first point of call is always the class teacher.  When meeting with the class teacher to raise your concerns, please be patient, the class teacher may need time to seek advice on your child’s needs or put corrective measures in place and then determine their effectiveness. If the issues remain then a meeting with the SENDCo should be arranged. Following this, then an appointment to discuss it with the Headteacher should be made. 

This is the link to the full Complaints Policy ( https://www.barleycloseschool.co.uk/policies/ )
14. Who in school do I contact for further information and support re SEND?
The SENDCo is Mrs Hazel Popel.
Mrs Hazel Popel can be contacted on 01454 867090 or by email hazel.popel@barleyclose.org.uk 
She works Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning
In her absence, please speak to the Headteacher – Jo Williams, our Deputy Heads – Jayne Daniels and Kim Drake or our family and child link worker – Sharon Harris.
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