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Statement of Intent

We are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all of our pupils so they can learn in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  Bullying of any kind is unacceptable at our school.  If bullying does occur, all pupils should be able to tell and know that incidents will be dealt with promptly and effectively.  We are a TELLING school.  This means that anyone who knows that bullying is happening is expected to tell the staff.

What Is Bullying?

Bullying is the use of aggression with the intention of hurting another person.  Bullying results in pain and distress to the victim.

Bullying can be:

· Emotional
being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting (e.g. hiding books, threatening gestures)

· Physical
pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence

· Racial
racial taunts, graffiti, gestures

· Sexual
unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments

· Homophobic
because of, or focussing on the issue of sexuality

· Verbal
name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing

· Cyber
all areas of internet ,such as email & internet chat room misuse, mobile threats by text messaging & calls
misuse of associated technology , i.e. camera & video facilities

· Disability
being abused due to physical, mental disabilities or impairments   

Bullying is persistent over a period of time against one person by someone else or a group of people.

Why is it Important to Respond to Bullying?

Bullying hurts.  No one deserves to be a victim of bullying.  Everybody has the right to be treated with respect.  Pupils who are bullying need to learn different ways of behaving.

Schools have a responsibility to respond promptly and effectively to issues of bullying.

Objectives of this Policy

· All governors, teaching and non-teaching staff, pupils and parents should have an understanding of what bullying is.

· All governors and teaching and non-teaching staff should know what the school policy is on bullying, and follow it when bullying is reported.

· All pupils and parents should know what the school policy is on bullying, and what they should do if bullying arises.

· As a school we take bullying seriously.  Pupils and parents should be assured that they will be supported when bullying is reported.

· Bullying will not be tolerated.

Bullying Directed Towards Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation or Disability 

Barley Close Primary School will not tolerate bullying against anyone because of his or her race, gender, sexual orientation, caring responsibility or disability. Our school will take preventative action to reduce the likelihood of bullying incidents of this nature occurring. Stereotypical views are challenged and pupils learn to appreciate and view positively differences in others, whether arising from race, gender, ability, caring responsibility or disability. 

Racial Bullying/Harassment Racial bullying will not be tolerated in Barley Close Primary School and will be treated severely. If a child receives verbal abuse, physical threats or attacks, or if a pupil brings racist literature into our school, incites others to behave in a racist way or writes racist insults, the DSP must be informed and the strategies above will be put into place. A full investigation will be carried out, recording incidents in the incident book. Barley Close Primary School has a duty to develop children’s understanding of ethnic diversity issues and explore racial tolerance in PSHE and Citizenship lessons, in Religious Education lessons and in school assemblies. Barley Close Primary School 

Sexual Bullying 

Sexual bullying has an impact on both genders. Sexual bullying is characterised by abusive name-calling, comments about appearance, attractiveness and emerging puberty, inappropriate and uninvited touching, sexual innuendoes and propositions (i.e. sexual harassment). Barley Close Primary School’s strategies to deal with sexual bullying include: 

( recording incidents in the incident book

 ( developing understanding of gender relations

 ( exploring sexism and sexual bullying in PSHE lessons 

( using single-sex groups to discuss sensitive issues

 ( ensuring the school site is well supervised, especially in areas where children might be vulnerable

 ( implementing appropriate discipline procedures as appropriate. 

Sexual Orientation Sexual bullying can also be related to sexual orientation. Children do not have to be homosexual, bi-sexual or transexual to experience such bullying. Strategies to deal with such bullying include:

 ( recording incidents in a separate incident book

 ( awareness by staff that homophobic and transphobic bullying can occur

 ( challenging homophobic and transphobic language and explore pupils’ understanding – they might not understand the impact

 ( guaranteeing confidentiality and support for those being bullied

 ( implement discipline procedures if the bullying warrants it. 

Special Education Needs or Disabilities and Young carers
 Pupils with special educational needs or disabilities might not be able to articulate experiences as fluently as other children. A young carer is someone under 18 who helps look after someone in their family who is ill, disabled or misuses drugs or alcohol.  However, children in these groups are often at greater risk of being bullied, both directly and indirectly, and usually about their specific disability or disability of a family member. Barley Close Primary School makes sure the behaviour of staff does not trigger bullying unintentionally. They should avoid undue attention towards SEN children compared with others, and should not make comments based on pupils’ appearance or perceived character. We try to make classroom activities and lessons sensitive to such children’s needs. We teach assertiveness and other social skills and teach victims to say ‘No’ or to get help. A named mentor/friend may be appointed for the pupil to confide in. In the case of an identified young carer, Mrs Tracy Eatwell (TA with responsibility for Young Carers) and Mrs Alison King (SENCO) are key contacts for them. If the bullying is serious, Barley Close Primary School undertakes a full investigation, including a full discussion with witnesses, recording incidents in the incident book and contacting parents. Discipline procedures are implemented. High attainers, gifted or talented pupils can also be affected by bullying. Teachers should treat this as seriously as any other type of bullying.
Signs and Symptoms

A child may indicate by signs or behaviour that he or she is being bullied.  Adults should be aware of these possible signs and that they should investigate if a child:

· is frightened of walking to or from school

· doesn't want to go on the school / public bus

· begs to be driven to school

· changes their usual routine

· is unwilling to go to school (school phobic)

· begins to truant

· becomes withdrawn anxious, or lacking in confidence

· starts stammering

· attempts or threatens suicide or runs away

· cries themselves to sleep at night or has nightmares

· feels ill in the morning

· begins to do poorly in school work

· comes home with clothes torn or books damaged

· has possessions which are damaged or "go missing"

· asks for money or starts stealing money (to pay bully)

· has dinner or other monies continually "lost"

· has unexplained cuts or bruises

· comes home starving (money / lunch has been stolen)

· becomes aggressive, disruptive or unreasonable

· is bullying other children or siblings

· stops eating

· is frightened to say what's wrong

· gives improbable excuses for any of the above

· is afraid to use the internet or mobile phone

· is nervous & jumpy when a cyber message is received

These signs and behaviours could indicate other problems, but bullying should be considered a possibility and should be investigated

Procedures

1. Report bullying incidents to staff and parents of those involved

2. In cases where bullying has been proven, the incidents will be recorded by staff

3. The Head Teacher will be notified (and a record kept) of all bullying incidents, to ensure that bullying does not continue as children move to the next class.

4. In serious cases parents should be informed and will be asked to come in to a formal meeting to discuss the problem

5. If necessary and appropriate, police will be consulted

6. The bullying behaviour or threats of bullying must be investigated and the bullying stopped quickly

7. An attempt will be made to help the bully (bullies) change their behaviour

Outcomes

1) The bully (bullies) may be asked to genuinely apologise.  Other consequences may take place.

2) In serious cases, suspension or even exclusion will be considered

3) If possible, the pupils will be reconciled

4) After the incident / incidents have been investigated and dealt with, each case will be monitored to ensure repeated bullying does not take place.

Prevention

The following methods are used for prevention:-

· writing a set of school rules

· writing stories or poems or drawing pictures about bullying

· reading stories about bullying or having them read to a class or assembly

· making up role-plays 

· having discussions about bullying and why it matters

· holding an anti-bullying week

How children can help themselves

What should I do?

· Tell your parents and/or an older brother or sister

· Tell an adult in school

· Stand up straight

· Look the bully in the eye

· Walk away without saying a word

Suggestions for Parents

· If you are worried that a child is being bullied, ask them directly

· Be aware of the signs and symptoms of bullying

· Don’t agree to keep the bullying a secret

· If it is school bullying, talk to staff that you trust

· Ask to see the Anti-bullying policy

· Help children practise the strategies taught such as saying ‘NO!’ and walking away with confidence

· Give children a chance to express  their feelings about being bullied

· Arrange to meet your child if the bullying is on the journey to and from school

· Check that the child is not inadvertently encouraging bullying because of some habit that could be corrected

· Keep a written log of events  or incidents

· Invite other children to your home to develop further friendship groups.

HELP ORGANISATIONS:

Advisory Centre for Education (ACE)
020 7354 8321

Children's Legal Centre
0845 345 4345

KIDSCAPE Parents Helpline (Mon-Fri, 10-4)
0845 1 205 204

Parentline Plus
0808 800 2222

Youth Access
020 8772 9900

Bullying Online
www.bullying.co.uk
Kidscape website




      www.kidscape.org.uk 

Childline 





      0800 1111

Childline website




      www.childline.org.uk 

Young carers support centre (Bristol and South Glos)                 www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk/young-carers 

Mind You website                                                                                 https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/mind-you/   

