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 BARLEY CLOSE TERMLY NEWSLETTER
TERM 3 ISSUE 2 2025-26


Another jam packed fortnight in school with lots going on. Please remember to update us if your contact details change so you receive all our correspondence. 
Mrs J Williams

ATTENDANCEThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

We have been meeting parents to discuss attendance, particularly those who have more illness than others. We know getting a GP appointment can be tricky but if you are worried about how often your child gets ill, let us know. We can support with a school nurse referral or contacting GPs on your behalf. As we start to approach the nicer weather, we know some families may look at a term time holiday. These cannot be authorised and will incur a fine if a child misses more than 10 sessions, 5 days. However please be honest, if a child is ill, we need a call every day by 8:30 to say they won’t be in and if we don’t hear from you we will call. If we have no contact, we may have to carry out a welfare check and involve the police as we have a duty of care to ensure all children are safe.

[image: ]DRESS UP DAY
This year we are supporting NSPCC Number Day on Friday 6th February. 
We kindly ask for a donation of £1, with all proceeds going to the NSPCC, helping to support their vital work with children. 
Children are invited to dress up for the day as we enjoy a fun filled day of Maths activities including a TTRS competition in KS2.  Children are welcome to dress up like a rockstar or simply wear an item of clothing with a number on!
Please do not buy outfits especially for this: a birthday badge, a football shirt, some stickers or a home painted T shirt is great! 
Here are some simple ideas. 
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[image: ]INTERNET SAFETY
Unique Voice, a creative education company, will be visiting us with their Online Safety programme. They will be leading creative assemblies and workshops with your children to help them to learn more about how to practice good online safety. Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10th of February 2026, with celebrations and learning based around the theme ‘Smart tech, safe choices’- exploring the safe and responsible use of AI. This year, we are delighted to be able to offer a free in person session for parents and carers as part of the visit. This session aims to equip adults with the necessary skills to support children in their care practice good online safety. We will also discuss our role in children’s lives as trusted adults and where we can turn if we need help. It will be a relaxed and informal session, with parents and carers invited to come along and get involved or simply listen and reflect. The session will be held in person at school, Tuesday 3rd of February 2:45pm – 3:15pm. We hope to see as many people there as possible for what will be a 

really informative and supportive session. Warm Wishes, Unique Voice

VIRTUAL BALLOON RACE
We have signed up to the world’s only virtual balloon race system. It is a seven-day computer simulation race where everything is real except the balloon. The software uses current live weather data to determine the progress of each balloon, and each entry can be tracked on Google Maps and Satellites once launched. It has no negative impact on wildlife, climate change, plastic waster or litter. You can buy a virtual balloon for £3
https://ecoracing.co/cause/barley-close-primary-school-2784/
and give it a name, shape and pattern. You can also select different features, such as weight, which will determine its flight performance in order to enhance the chances of winning a cash prize.
The race starts at the Eiffel Tower, Paris
12pm 14th February 2026. How far will your balloon go?

FUNDRAISING

Term 4- penny wars- each class to collect lose change, class with the most gets to keep their pot to spend on a class treat.
Term 5- break the rules day- pay to break the school rules! 
8th July 3:15-6pm Summer inflatables event

[image: ]  SCHOOL NEWS
We had Mark Dee, who works for South Glos, in looking at our safeguarding procedures and ensuring we have everything in place. He also spoke to children, who he was really impressed with. All were saying how they love school, feel safe and respected by everyone. 
Yr 2 had a lovely trip to Slimbridge. The weather might have been challenging but everyone loved it!
All the staff had training on maths and how to use the many resources we have available to us. 
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OSC (Out of School Club) must be pre-booked. If you require a space, please email the office at enquiries@barleyclose.org.uk. Due to lack of numbers, OSC is now only open Monday to Thursday. Breakfast club is £2 a day per child and does include breakfast. 
Please pay in advance on ParentPay and state which days you are paying for in the comments box.
We kindly ask that Parents wishing to pay by Childcare Vouchers/Invoices, please email the school office at the beginning of term to book the relevant dates & then we can raise an Invoice for that term. As we are becoming busier lately, we have noticed an increase in children not being booked in, in advance.
Sadly, we will no longer be offering a holiday club run by school staff. As people have more flexible working hours and can work from home, we do not have the demand anymore. Sadly, with costs increasing for us to run the club it is no longer financially viable. We will be advertising other local clubs- many are run by our school coaches, so adults our children know.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	6/2
	NSPCC numbers day- dress up day

	10/2
	Y5 & Y6 Trip to Resound

	13/2
	2:45 pupil of the term
End of term

	
	

	23/2 
	Back to school

	24/2
	Y1 Trip to Bristol Zoo Project

	2/3
	Class & leavers photos

	17 & 19/3
	Parents evening

	25/03
	Y5 Techniquest trip

	2/4
	Pupil of the term
End of term

	
	

	20/4
	Back to school

	11-14/5
	YR 6 SATS week

	18-22/5
	YR 6 camp
2:45 Pupil of the term
End of term

	
	

	1/6
	Back to school

	26/6
	INSET

	29/6 – 3/7
	Sports week

	10/7
	Reports going home

	17/7
	Pupil of the term

	21/7
	9:30 Year 6 leavers assembly
End of term



Future term dates 26-27

1/9/26-23/10/26
2/11/26-18/12/26
4/1/27-12/2/27
22/2/27-25/3/27
12/4/27-28/5/27
7/6/27-21/7/27

INSET DAYS 26-27
1/9/26
30/11/26
22/1/27
25/6/27
Another TBC
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Matters

Every student. Every day.
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