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 BARLEY CLOSE TERMLY NEWSLETTER
TERM 3 ISSUE 3 2024-25


Term 3 has ended and we have a week off to recharge the batteries ready for term 4. That means we are half way through the school year! In term 4 we have parent’s evenings and we will be sharing your child’s attendance figures with you. Details on how to book will come out next term. Have a lovely half term and see you on Monday 24th February at 8:45am.
Mrs Jo Williams

[image: ]WORLD BOOK DAY
For World Book Day, Thursday 6th March 2025, we are asking children to come dressed as their favourite book character. Costumes don't need to be bought or expensive and some children may prefer to just make a hat, mask or prop! Pyjamas for a Bedtime Story theme are also a good idea.
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Last week, children in KS2 took part in the ‘Inspire Green Futures workshop’ – all about green jobs. This was led by students and staff are UWE.
What’s a green job? Who does them?  Support your child’s future by discovering more about green jobs https://curiosityconnections.net/green-futures/ 
We have had the LA in to review all teaching and the curriculum. They observed lessons, spoke to pupils and looked at books. They were really pleased with everything we are doing and the children were able to recall their learning and spoke enthusiastically about the subjects. 
Jigsaw, a charity in Thornbury have been in to look at the school and see how we can improve our site so it supports children and adults who can be overloaded by the sensory environment.
The children loved their cricket workshop this week.
Yr 5 and 6 enjoyed finding out about other religions from guest speakers this week. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]PARENT SURVEY
Thank you to everyone who completed the parent survey- we had 21 responses, which is 9% of our school population.
	Question
	% who strongly agree/agree
	School response

	My child is happy at BC
	95%
	

	My child feels safe at school
	100%
	

	The children at BC have good behaviours and attitudes
	86%
	

	My child has been bullied
	76% had not been bullied
24% had but said school dealt with it quickly
	

	The teaching team keep us informed of what child/class is learning
	81%
	Each class has a page on the website so you can see what the children are being taught.

	When I have raised concerns they have been dealt with quickly and appropriately
	71%
14% have not raised any concerns

	

	Does your child have SEN
	24% who responded said no
The 5 responders who did agreed/strongly agreed support was given
	

	BC has high expectation for my child
	71%
	

	My child is doing well at BC
	90%
	

	BC lets me know how my child is doing- calls/emails/dojo
	81%
	

	BC teach a range of subjects
	86%
	Talk to your child, as we deliver a range of subjects each week. The plans are on the School website. The LA have been monitoring our progress and are really pleased with the curriculum we have in place and how much the children can recall.

	My child has the opportunity to take part in a range of clubs and sporting activities
	85%
	We offer many clubs but are always on the lookout for more. We offer some free clubs but also subsidise paying clubs. Current clubs on offer are
Mon- 
Yr 4-6 football
Rec- yr 6 yoga
Tues- 
KS2- dodgeball
Wed- 
lunchtime chess club
Yr 1 and 2 forest school
KS2 choir
KS2- rugby
Fri- 
KS2- netball
Rec- yr 2- football
KS1- gymnastics
KS2- dance

	BC supports my child’s personal development
	71%
	Mrs Garland and Mrs Drake work on this and keep a log of all the things we do. This is a real strength of our School, we received ‘Good’ in OFSTED in this area. The newsletter tells you all the things we do which develop our children personally.

	Would you recommend BC to other parents
	90%
	

	Things we do well
	Support and encourage.
Teachers in Lion class are outstanding and supported my child.
The teachers go above and beyond
Helped my chid settle into his new class.
Wide range of after School clubs.
Various guests coming to meet the children.
My child is doing well in phonics.
My child is happy
Well cared for and supported.
Incredible family support.
	

	How could we improve further?
	Communication












More trips






Teachers to be more enthusiastic
More online updates
Inclusiveness of Out of School clubs









Not having attendance rewards




























Know more about what my child is learning
	Communication is aways something that parents raise- we use regular texts, emails, Facebook, fortnightly newsletter and the school website. If your contact details change please let us know.

We try and do 3 trips or visitors a year, the cost is huge so we try and keep this down as much as we can.

All clubs are open to all, some children with additional needs find accessing these clubs without support and sadly we don’t get funding to give this before or after school. All Schools have raised this with the government.

This is a big focus of the government and in our last OFSTED we were graded ‘RI’ because of our poor attendance, we have to be seen to do all we can. We know children get sick and some children with mental health needs struggle. For us this is not our issue and these families are well supported. The reason our attendance is poor is due to term time holidays and parents keeping their children for no reasons which is why we are working on this and celebrating children’s good attendance. 

	Are there areas of our school which we should celebrate?
	Rewards
Encouragement
How well EYFS settle into school
Flexibility
Kids are helpful, kind and happy
SEN
support
	

	Things to work on next as a school
	Better organisation of trips
Coding or robotics classes



More opportunities for parents to come in

More opportunities to engage with extra-curricular activities

	


We will look at this for a club but this is taught in computing lessons

We will look into this



Places are limited but lots operate a waiting list
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OSC (Out of School Club) must be pre-booked. If you require a space, you can head to Parentpay and pay for the sessions you require as well as adding a note of the dates you want. This is the same for school holidays. If you are able to book then you know your child has a space. If you pay via child care vouchers we will need to send you an invoice, so please email enquiries@barleyclose.org.uk
[bookmark: _GoBack]We appreciate things can change at short notice, but we are asking that future bookings are made in advance.  Bookings for the Easter holidays need to be made by Monday 10 March, bookings for May half term need to be made by Monday 28 April and for the summer holidays, bookings need to be made by Wednesday 25 June. This allows us to cancel the provision if we do not have the uptake, giving people plenty of notice to find alternative arrangements. The OSC handbook can be found on the website.
Breakfast club is £2 a day per child and does include breakfast. Please pay in advance on Parentpay and state which days you are paying for in the comments box.
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If your child is absent you must go in and remove any school meals that have been ordered by 8am. If they are not cancelled then the kitchen will cook the food and it will have to be paid for.
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On 12th Sept 2025 Happy Circus will be coming to our school field. Tickets will be on sale nearer the time but make a note of the date now!
	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

	14 Feb
	Pupil of the term
End of term

	
	

	24 Feb
	Back to school

	6 Mar
	World Book Day

	10 Mar
	Class and Y6 leavers’ photos

	18 and 20 Mar
	Parents’ Evening

	4 Apr
	Pupil pf the term
End of term

	
	

	22 Apr
	Back to school

	5 May
	MAY DAY

	12-15 May
	Year 6 SATS week

	19-23 May
	Sports week

	21 May
	Sports day

	23 May
	Pupil of the term
End of term

	2 June
	Back to school

	2-6 june
	Yr 6 camp

	9-13 June
	Year 1 and 2 Phonics tests

	27 June
	INSET day

	18 July
	Pupil of the term

	22 July
	9.30 am – Leavers’ assembly
End of term

	
	

	Term dates 2025 - 2026
	1.9.25 – 24.10.25
3.11.25 – 19.12.25
5.1.26 – 13.2.26
23.2.26 – 2.4.26
20.4.26 – 22.5.26
1.6.26 – 22.7.26
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